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per acre if the sparrows are included. The 
total number of species observed was 38, and 
the number of birds identified was 4,257. 
Fifty-nine per cent, of the individuals seen 
were bronzed grackles, 13.3 per cent, were 
English sparrows, 12.5 per cent, were cow- 
birds, 2.5 per cent, were mourning-doves, and 
2.3 per cent, were meadow-larks. Nearly 90 
per cent, of all the birds on the farm thus 
belonged to these five species, and to them was 
due virtually all the impression which was 
being made by birds on the plant and insect 
life of this tract. 



THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF 
AMERICANISTS. 

We have already called attention to the 
fact that the fifteenth International Congress 
of Americanists will be held at Quebec from 
September 10 to 16 of next year. The regula- 
tions adopted by the committee of organization 
are as follows: 

Papers will be listed on receipt of title. 

Papers will not be assigned a place on the pre- 
liminary daily program unless an abstract has 
been received, as required by the rules and regu- 
lations of the congress. 

Papers to be read will be arranged according to 
subject-matter, in a number of divisions corre- 
sponding to those of the general program; and 
papers belonging to the same division will be pre- 
sented, so far as feasible, on the same day. 

Papers in each division will take precedence in 
the order of the receipt of abstracts. 

Authors who intend to submit more than one 
paper to the congress are requested to designate 
the paper they desire to read first. The rest of 
their papers will be placed at the end of the pre- 
liminary program of the respective divisions. 

In order to insure the prompt publication of the 
proceedings of the congress, the committee recom- 
mends to the congress to set the latest date for 
the receipt of completed manuscripts and of notes 
of discussions, October 1, 1906. 



SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS. 
Brigadier General A. W. Greely, chief of 
the U. S. Signal Service, has been elected the 
first president of the Explorers' Club, an 
organization recently founded in. New York 
City. 



Professor Emil Fischer, of Berlin, has 
been elected an honorary member of the So- 
ciety of German Chemists. 

Professor Robert Koch, who has been at 
Amaris in West Usambara and at Uganda to 
complete his researches on trypanosomes and 
sleeping sickness, expected to reach Berlin on 
October 23. 

Dr. Forrest Shreve, Bruce fellow in the 
Johns Hopkins University, sailed for Jamaica 
on October 13, to spend a year in physiological 
and ecological work at the Cinchona station 
of the New York Botanical Garden. 

Dr. R. M. Wenley, professor of philosophy 
in the University of Michigan, has leave of 
absence for the year, which he is spending in 
Scotland. 

Professor A. B. Stevens, who has been 
studying in Switzerland for two years, has 
returned to the University of Michigan and 
will continue his researches upon the composi- 
tion of poison ivy. 

Miss Fanny Cook Gates, who has been 
engaged in research work in the Cavendish 
laboratory since last April, has resumed her 
duties as head of the physics department in 
the Woman's College of Baltimore. 

Dr. G. E. Holden and Dr. H. M. Little, 
respectively resident gynecologist and obstet- 
rician of the Johns Hopkins Hospital, have 
resigned, and Dr. Stephen Rushmore and Dr. 
F. C. Goldsborough succeed them. Dr. Little 
will take charge of a department in the hos- 
pital connected with McGill University, Can- 
ada. 

Dr. J. C. B. Laflame, formerly rector of 
Laval University and president of the Boyal 
Society of Canada, has been appointed by the 
International Waterways Commission as geo- 
logical expert to make a report upon the 
recession of the Canadian side of Niagara 
Falls. 

Baron K. Takaki, of Tokyo, has accepted 
an invitation to deliver the Cartwright lec- 
tures on surgery in Columbia University. 
Surgeon-General Takaki will sail for America 
towards the end of December. 
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Among the lectures to be given, before the 
Royal Institution of London during the cur- 
rent session are the following : ' The Origin 
of the Elephant,' Professor E. Ray Lankester, 
P.R.S.; 'Submarines,' Sir W. H. White, 
K.C.B., F.R.S. ; ' Geographical Botany inter- 
preted by Direct Response to the Conditions 
of Life,' Rev. George Henslow ; ' The Upper 
Nile,' Sir Charles Eliot, K.C.M.G.; 'Varia- 
tion in Man and Woman,' Profess&r Karl 
Pearson, F.R.S.; 'Our Atmosphere and its 
Wonders,' Professor Vivian B. Lewes. 

The Traill-Taylor memorial lecture of the 
Royal Photographic Society of Great Britain 
was delivered at the New Gallery, Regent 
Street, London, on October 24 by Mr. Chap- 
man Jones, F.I.C., P.C.S. The subject was 
' Photography, the Servant of Science.' 

At the meeting of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers on November 1, Sir Alexander R. 
Binnie, the president, will deliver am in- 
augural address, and. the presentation will 
take place of the council's awards. 

Before the Pupil's Physical Society of 
Guy's Hospital, on October 12, Dr. William 
Osier, the regius professor of medicine of 
Oxford University, delivered an address upon 
' Sir Thomas Browne,' who was born on Oc- 
tober 19, 1605. 

Dr. Sylvester Dwight Judd, formerly as- 
sistant biologist in the U. S. Department 
cf Agriculture and professor of biology in 
Georgetown University, committed suicide on 
October 22, two weeks after his discharge 
from the insane asylum. Dr. Judd, who was 
thirty-four years of age, graduated from Har- 
vard University in 1894. He had made val- 
uable contributions to economic ornithology. 

The annual meeting of the American Physio- 
logical Society will be held at the University 
of Michigan, Ann Arbor, December 27 and 28. 

The twenty-third annual congress of the 
American Ornithologists' Union will be held 
at the American Museum of Natural History, 
New York City, beginning on the evening of 
Monday, November 13. The evening session 
will be for the emotion of officers and mem- 
bers, and for the transaction of routine busi- 



ness. Tuesday and the following days will 
be for the presentation and discussion of sci- 
entific papers, and will be open to the public. 

The tenth International Geological Con- 
gress will meet in the City of Mexico at the 
beginning of September, 1906. Extended ex- 
cursions have already been arranged to precede 
and follow the congress. 

At a joint meeting of the Royal Society 
and the Royal Astronomical Society, held on 
October 19 at Burlington House, the following 
reports were presented on the subject of the 
total eclipse of the sun on August 30 : ' Pre- 
liminary Account of the Observations made 
at Sfax, Tunisia,' by Sir William Christie, 
the astronomer royal; 'Preliminary Report 
of the Observations made at Guelma, Algeria,' 
by Mr. H. P. Newall; 'Report of the Eclipse 
Expedition to Pineda de la Sierra, Spain,', by 
Mr. J. Evershed ; and ' Expedition to Aswan,' 
by Professor H. H. Turner. A report was also 
presented by Professor H. L. Callendar, F.R.S. 

France, following the example of England, 
Germany and other countries, has decided to 
create an Order of Merit. The new decora- 
tion is intended for Frenchmen who shall 
have distinguished themselves at home or 
abroad, but whose services would not entitle 
them to the Legion of Honor. There are to 
be three grades — chevalier, officer and com- 
mander — and the ribbon is to be dark blue. 
The new order is intended to take the place 
of the medals and decorations now conferred 
for special services. 

By the will of the late Benjamin P. Davis, 
a civil engineer of New York City, $250,000 
is bequeathed for public purposes, including 
$50,000 to the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
$50,000 to the Phillips Exeter Academy of 
New Hampshire and $25,000 to the American 
Museum of Natural History. 

The Royal College of Surgeons has pre- 
sented to the medical department of Cam- 
bridge University a number of portrait en- 
gravings of eminent physicians and surgeons 
of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. 

The valuable collection of succulent plants 
made during his travels abroad by the late 
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Eev. H. G. Torre, of Norton Ourlieu, War- 
wickshire, has been presented to the Royal 
Botanic Society. It comprises some 1,600 
specimens of the most ornamental of the class, 
such as agaves, aloes, echeverias, crassulas 
and mesembryanthemums. The rockery in 
the large conservatory has been reconstructed 
for their accommodation and display. 



UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL NEWS. 

The late George W. Catt, a civil engineer, 
has bequeathed his engineering books and half 
the residuary interest in his estate, which in 
all is estimated at $110,000, to the Iowa State 
College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts. 

The trustees of Smith College, at a meeting 
in Northampton on October 20, voted to use 
the money donated by Mr. John D. Rocke- 
feller for the erection of an assembly hall and 
a dormitory. The college register shows the 
freshman class to be the largest in the history 
of the college, having 404 members, an in- 
crease of 46 over that of last year. 

The statement of the president of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago for the quarter ending 
September 1 contains the following report of 
receipts and expenditures during the past 
eight years: 



Fiscal Year. 


Receipts. 


Expenditures. 


1897-8 


| 706,973.63 


$ 678,399.75 


1898-9 


723,083.01 


719.923 52 


1899-0 


710,954.93 


747,186.62 


1900-1 


775,654.98 


790,583.68 


1901-2 


977,828.33 


944,348.26 


1902-3 


982.609.94 


1,020,224 92 


1903-4 


939,073.72 


1,032,533.39 


1904-5 


1,003,750.33 


1,003,726 47 


Total. 


$6,849,928.87 


$6,936,926.61 


Net deficit. 


$ 86,997.74 





Emmanuel College, Cambridge, announces 
that a studentship of the annual value of £150 
will be offered for encouragement in research 
in any branch of study recognized by the 
university, open to graduates of the university 
whose age does not exceed 28 on January 1, 
1906. It will be tenable in the first instance 
for one year, but the student may be reelected 
for a second period of one year, the student- 
ship not to be tenable with a fellowship or 
any similar studentship. 



According to the New York Evening Post 
the registration of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania is as follows: 

1904-5. 1905-6. 

College Department 946 1,089 

Wharton School 226 271 

Teachers' Course 181 208 

Evening School 95 298 

Summer School 131 214 

Philosophy 213 287 

Law 303 315 

Veterinary 79 100 

Dental 359 322 

Medical 546 580 

Spring Medical 17 19 

Total 3,096 3,703 

The first Servian University was opened on 
October 15 by the king in presence of the 
crown prince, the members of the ministry, 
invited guests and Servian delegates. 

Mr. Ellsworth Gage Lancaster has been 
installed as president of Olivet (Michigan) 
College. 

The chair of philosophy in Miami Univer- 
sity, which was from 1888 to 1905 in charge 
of Dr. R. B. C. Johnson, now at Princeton, 
has been filled by the appointment of Elmer 
E. Powell, Ph.D. (Bonn). ~ 

Dr. Arthur Graham Hall, formerly in- 
structor in mathematics at the University of 
Michigan and associate professor of mathe- 
matics at the University of Illinois, has ac- 
cepted the professorship of mathematics in 
Miami University resigned by Edward P. 
Thompson. 

Professor Walter M. Boehm will have 
charge of the work in physics at Cornell Col- 
lege, Mount Vernon, la., during the coming 
year, Dr. A. Collin having been granted a 
leave of absence. Mr. Boehm is a graduate 
of the State University of Iowa, where for 
three years he served as assistant in physics. 

Dr. Oscar Veblen, of the University of 
Chicago, has been appointed preceptor in 
mathematics in Princeton University. 

Dr. William Poster, Jr., has been advanced 
to an assistant professorship of chemistry in 
Princeton University. 



